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CLS Fights for 
Medical Care
Agreement on Providing Durable Medical 
Equipment to Disabled People

Low-income people who need medical equip-
ment to cope with serious disabilities have 
plenty of problems.  They certainly don’t need 
an arcane argument about which rules govern 
whether the state must pay for such equip-
ment.  Until recently, however, the state was 
telling disabled people eligible for Medicaid 
that they couldn’t get the equipment they 
needed because it wasn’t on an authorized list, 
although federal law required that the equip-
ment be provided.

In a win-win development, Connecticut 
Legal Services attorneys representing low-in-
come disabled people, working with attorneys 

F. Jerome (Jerry) O’Malley is a man 
of conviction.  Fortunately for
Connecticut Legal Services and 
its clients, he backs up his convic-
tions with action—he has served 
as the New London County
co-chair for the CLS Campaign for 
Justice since 1994. (See “CLS Cam-
paign for Justice Sets New Record,” 
page 7.) He also speaks on behalf 
of CLS with local funders of grants 
that benefi t low-income residents 
of southeastern Connecticut. 

O’Malley believes that the 
cornerstone of a fair society is a 
justice system open to all. 
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from New Haven Legal Assistance, 
have reached an agreement with 
the state Department of Social 
Services (DSS) and the Offi ce of 
the Attorney General regarding the 
rules governing Medicaid coverage 
of durable medical equipment.  The 
agreement settles a lawsuit fi led 
as a class action in Federal Court, 
which has been ongoing for the 
past year.

“Fundamentally, we have 
agreed that when low-income 
people seek Medicaid coverage 
for medical equipment, they must 
have evidence that the equipment 
is needed because of their medical 
condition and meets the Medi-
caid defi nition of durable medical 
equipment.  Bottom line, if they can 
show that the equipment is durable 
medical equipment that is medi-
cally necessary and appropriate, 
then DSS will authorize Medicaid 
coverage,” said Attorney General 
Richard Blumenthal in describing 
the agreement.

Kevin Brophy, an attorney 
and the director of the CLS Elder 
Law Unit, agreed.  “Our clients 
have to prove that the equipment 
prescribed for them is covered by 
Medicaid and medically necessary. 
But the state was denying payment 
for the equipment, even though our 
clients had proved eligibility and 
need for the equipment.  This agree-
ment solves that problem. It will 
benefi t disabled people who are 
truly eligible for durable medical 
equipment.”

The equipment needed by 
the original plaintiffs in the case 
included the following: 
• a stair glide for an elderly man 

who had to crawl up the stairs of 
his apartment to get to his bath-
room and bedroom

• an electronic device that oper-
ates a quadriplegic individual’s 
hospital bed and allows him to 

control the temperature, use the 
telephone, and open the door

• a specialized bed for an individual 
with a spinal cord injury who suf-
fers from excruciating back pain. 

All the named plaintiffs have re-
ceived the equipment they request-
ed under the Medicaid program.  
“Low-income disabled people were 
denied necessary equipment under 
the old policy,” Brophy noted.  “This 
agreement should help them con-
tinue living independently, which in 
the long run should save the state 
money.” 

CLS Helps Child Fight for 
Medically Required Orthodontia

       A 15-year-old low-income
Connecticut child must continue 
her two-year fi ght for state Medi-
caid coverage of urgently needed 
orthodontic treatment, although a 
state judge has already ruled that 
the DSS decision to deny her cover-
age was wrong.

Judge George Levine ruled in 
December 2003 that low-income 
children covered by the Medicaid 
program should not be denied 
orthodontic treatment when it is 
proven medically necessary.  He 
ordered DSS to use the correct stan-
dard under federal Medicaid law 
to decide coverage.  However, DSS 
appealed that decision in an effort 
to continue using its own narrower 
standard and avoid providing such 
treatment to the 15-year-old and 
thousands of other children. 

“The state’s refusal to cover 
this treatment is unconscionable,” 
said Randi Faith Mezzy, the CLS 
staff attorney who represents the 
child.  “This child is poor, and her 
family cannot pay for the treatment 
she really needs and for which she 
clearly qualifi es under Medicaid 
rules.  While she waits, her dental 
problems remain unfi xed.”

DSS requested that Judge 
Levine’s order be stayed until an ap-

pellate decision is rendered.  At a re-
cent court hearing, the judge noted 
the ongoing harm to the child and 
denied the state’s request for a stay. 
DSS is therefore required to hold 
a new administrative hearing to 
reconsider the child’s eligibility for 
braces, this time using the court-
ordered correction of the standards 
for coverage.  “I am optimistic that 
my client will prevail at the new 
hearing because Judge Levine or-
dered DSS to use the correct rules 
this time,” said Mezzy.

The child on whose behalf 
the case was fi led was 13 years old 
when an orthodontist diagnosed 
her need for treatment.  In 2001, 
her mother took the child for a den-
tal checkup; the dentist, concerned 
about her tooth and jaw alignment, 
urged that an orthodontist see the 
child.  After examining the child, the 
orthodontist said that it was clear 
the child’s overbite was putting too 
much pressure on her teeth.  That 
puts her at high risk for gum dis-
ease and jaw problems, which the 
requested orthodontia treatment is 
likely to prevent.  Because the state 
employed a standard to deny cover-
age that ultimately was found to be 
impermissibly narrow, this child has 
had no treatment during the inter-
vening two and a half years. 

“The Department of Social 
Services has been given a responsi-
bility by the U.S. government—ad-
minister Medicaid and other social 
service programs in order to help 
the poor families of Connecticut. 
It is shocking that the state would 
expend so many of its resources 
and all these years fi ghting against 
my client to keep her from get-
ting the treatment she needs.  No 
one should need a lawyer in order 
to get medical treatment under a 
wonderful program like Medicaid,” 
said Attorney Mezzy.  “The law is 
crystal clear, but the state refuses to 
acknowledge it.” 
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“As lawyers, we have a greater
responsibility than society at large 
to ensure that the poor and dis-
advantaged have equal access to 
justice,” he says.  “When I learned 
about the legal services that CLS 
provides, I realized how very valu-
able CLS is, not only to its clients 
but to the legal profession as well.” 

The lawyers at his fi rm, Tobin, 
Carberry, O’Malley, Riley & Selinger, 
P.C., share O’Malley’s beliefs about 
equal justice.  “Providing neces-
sary legal services to low-income 
people with serious life problems is 
something we all support,” O’Malley 
says.  He also explains that the work 
his fi rm does for numerous hospi-
tals throughout the state includes 
assisting patients of those hospitals 
qualify for federal and state medical 
benefi ts, which benefi ts the pa-
tients as well as the hospitals.

O’Malley’s efforts on behalf 
of low-income clients include 
pro bono work.  He takes several 
pro bono referrals each year from 
Statewide Legal Services, including 
matters such as foreclosures and 
wrongful evictions.  (Statewide 
Legal Services is a telephone-based 
service that is an essential entry 
point for clients of the legal ser-
vices network in Connecticut.)

Jerry O’Malley doesn’t rest on 
his laurels, though.  “There’s a lot of 
support for CLS among New Lon-
don County lawyers,” he notes, “but 
my hope is that every lawyer in the 
area will see the importance of this 
program and become a contributor.”

Tobin, Carberry, O’Malley, Riley 
& Selinger, P.C. was founded in 
1963.  The fi rm’s legal specialties 
include commercial transactions, 
criminal defense, personal injury 
litigation, estate and tax planning, 
zoning and land use issues, and 
government affairs counseling.

Steven Kilpatrick, an attorney in 
the Connecticut Legal Services 
Elder Law Unit, has been elected 
to the board of directors of the 
National Citizens’ Coalition for 
Nursing Home Reform (NCCNHR). 
Kilpatrick was nominated by the 
Connecticut Citizens’ Coalition for 
Nursing Home Reform. 

Based in Washington, D.C., 
NCCNHR was formed in 1975 by 
advocates working for Ralph Nader 
and the National Gray Panthers 
to address public concern about 
substandard care in nursing homes. 
NCCNHR represents 200 member 
groups and more than 1,000 indi-
vidual members.  The 20-member 
board includes residents of nursing 
homes as well as advocates for the 
elderly.

NCCNHR advocates for amend-
ing federal and state laws and 
regulations to improve the lives of 
residents of nursing homes and oth-
er long-term care facilities.  Current 
priorities include raising staffi ng 
levels at nursing homes, working 
to guarantee residents’ rights, and 
minimizing the use of restraints on 
nursing home residents.

On February 24, 2004, Kilpat-
rick testifi ed in front of the Select 
Committee on Aging at the Legisla-
tive Offi ce Building in Hartford in 
support of Raised Bill No. 318—An 
Act Concerning Nursing Home 
Staffi ng Levels.  The bill would 
require all nursing facilities in 

Connecticut, beginning in January 
2008, to follow the NCCNHR-rec-
ommended minimum direct-care 
nursing staff to resident ratios. 
Currently, the Connecticut Public 
Health Code prescribes a 23-year-
old nursing home staffi ng level 
that ranks Connecticut 33rd in the 
nation.  According to Kilpatrick, 
“To put it simply, more direct-care 
nursing home staff leads to bet-
ter quality of care for residents, 
and Connecticut’s staffi ng level is 
seriously outdated and dangerously 
low.”

Kilpatrick has been a CLS at-
torney since 1999 and has worked 
on behalf of elderly people in the 
Bridgeport, Norwalk, and Stamford 
areas.  His work has included a 
special focus on the rights of the 
elderly when nursing homes close. 
He also edits the CLS elder law Web 
site (www.CTElderLaw.org) and 
the Connecticut Elder Law
Newsletters.

“I’m honored and excited to 
have this opportunity to broaden 
my work on behalf of low-income 
seniors,” says Kilpatrick.  “NCCNHR 
is an important organization—the 
only one of its kind in the coun-
try—and its goals are a great fi t 
with the Elder Law Unit at CLS.  In 
both roles, I hope to continue im-
proving the lives of elderly people 
who reside in nursing homes and 
other facilities.”
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not violate the law.  But there is a 
growing consensus that everyone, 
including low-income people, 
needs access to quality health care. 
The ability to limp into an emergen-
cy room with an urgent illness isn’t 
adequate and certainly isn’t cost-
effective.  We’re delighted to do 
some work beyond reaction, to 
have the opportunity to look for-
ward and see where we’re headed.”

Eppler-Epstein is joined in the 
planning process by staff from 
Greater Hartford Legal Aid, New Ha-
ven Legal Assistance, and the Legal 
Assistance Resource Center of Con-
necticut.  They have been soliciting 
input from medical rights advocates 
and other experts across Connecti-
cut and the nation.  The fi nal report 
is expected to be completed by late 
spring.

Melville Charitable Trust 
Supports Housing Rights in 
Bridgeport

The Melville Charitable Trust 
“concentrates on fi nding and fi ght-
ing the causes of homelessness. ” To 
that end, the trust has awarded CLS 
a grant to address three housing-re-
lated needs of people in Bridgeport.
• In recent years, CLS litigation 

has resulted in the provision of 
hundreds of housing subsidy 
vouchers for low-income families 
in Bridgeport.  Many of those 

“An ineffective mental health sys-
tem takes a tremendous and often 
irreversible toll on children.” 

Funds from the grant pay for 
expert witnesses, deposition costs, 
and transcript costs.  “This is an im-
portant case for indigent, emotion-
ally disabled children,” notes CLS 
Children at Risk and Litigation Unit 
Director Anne Louise Blanchard, 
“but it’s complex.  The expert testi-
mony required is expensive, and it’s 
hard for a non-profi t organization 
like CLS to pay the costs up front. 
We’re immensely grateful that the 
Impact Fund has agreed to help 
with these expenses.”

Anthem Foundation Funds 
Statewide Planning of Medical 
Rights Advocacy

CLS, along with other members 
of the statewide legal services com-
munity, has embarked on a plan-
ning process for its medical rights 
advocacy.  A grant from the Anthem 
Foundation of Connecticut funds 
the effort.

“After welfare reform, medical 
coverage has been the next target 
for budget cutbacks affecting the 
poor,” says CLS Deputy Director 
Steve Eppler-Epstein.  “Although we 
cannot prevent all the cuts, we have 
been able to obtain court enforce-
ment to ensure that cutbacks do 

Impact Fund Provides Support 
In Case Brought for Disabled 
Children

The Impact Fund has awarded 
Connecticut Legal Services a grant 
to help defray litigation costs in W.R. 
et al. v. Connecticut Department of 
Children and Families (DCF).  The 
case seeks compliance with legal 
requirements that would compel 
the state to offer non-institutional 
placements to severely mentally ill 
children in its care. 

CLS represents children in the 
care of DCF who suffer from men-
tal illnesses that cause severe be-
havioral problems and the parents 
of these children.  Currently, these 
children languish in institutional 
settings, although community-based 
placements would better meet their 
needs.  According to CLS attorney 
Catherine Williams, “Research 
shows severe risks associated with 
institutional treatment, including 
learning antisocial or bizarre behav-
ior and being victimized.  Connecti-
cut needs to make a commitment 
to these children and youth, not 
only because it’s the right thing to 
do but also because a full continu-
um of care in the community is less 
expensive than institutional care.” 

The state Offi ce of the Child 
Advocate has joined CLS in this 
case.  Says Jeanne Milstein, the child 
advocate who is a co-plaintiff, 
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families, however, have found that 
a subsidy does not translate into 
quality housing because some 
property owners illegally discrim-
inate against voucher holders. 
Some discriminate on the basis of 
race or ethnic background, some 
illegally refuse to accept housing 
subsidies or state security deposit 
guarantees, and others refuse to 
make accommodation for appli-
cants with disabilities.  Under this 
grant, CLS lawyers will represent 
applicants for housing who have 
lost rental opportunities because 
of illegal discrimination.

• CLS lawyers will help tenants of a 
large, federally subsidized apart-
ment building whose owner is 
trying to convert it to a private 
apartment building.  Some ten-
ants may wish to remain, and CLS 
will help make sure they are not 
illegally forced out.  Some may 
wish to use their subsidies for 
new housing; CLS will help
ensure that they are not
discriminated against in the
housing market.

• CLS lawyers will establish 
“housing roundtable” to bring 
representatives of the Bridgeport 
Housing Authority and key social 
service agencies together on a 
regular basis to solve problems 
relating to public housing ten-
ants.  This project is modeled on 
a successful roundtable that CLS 
has coordinated with the
Stamford Housing Authority for 
several years.

CLS Executive Director Marvin 
Farbman expressed gratitude:  “We 
are very thankful to the Melville 
Charitable Trust for supporting CLS 
efforts to help low-income families 
and individuals in Bridgeport
escape worst-case housing
situations and/or homelessness.” 

CLS
Advocates 
Selected for 
Fellows
Program 
John Spilka, a regional director for 
Connecticut Legal Services, and 
Deborah Witkin, the CLS director of 
development, were recently elected 
to the James W. Cooper Fellows 
Program of the Connecticut Bar 
Foundation (CBF). 

Spilka has led the CLS Disabil-
ity Team, which helps low-income 
claimants establish eligibility for 
supplemental security income and 
Social Security disability benefi ts, 
since 1986.  He began his work as 
a disability law attorney, for VISTA, 
in 1974 and joined CLS in 1976.  
Spilka has represented clients at 
more than 800 hearings and han-
dled more than 150 appeals before 
the Appeals Council and
the Connecticut District Court. 
He frequently serves as a trainer at 
Connecticut Bar Association and 
other Continuing Legal Education 
disability law events.  He has also 
helped edit and write various law 
desk books about disability, Law 
Works for People materials about 
disability, and the CLS Disability 
Advisor.  Spilka is an occasional 
guest lecturer at the Quinnipiac 
Law School Health Law Clinic.

In addition to her work on CLS 
fund-raising operations, Witkin is 
the regional director of the CLS 
Eastern Local Services Team.  A 
CLS attorney since 1986, she has 
worked in the CLS Housing, Family, 
Benefi ts, and Children at Risk Units.  

From 1994 to 1998, Witkin was on 
loan to two area law schools.  She 
spent a year at the University of 
Connecticut School of Law, where 
she worked to expand the Poverty 
Law Clinic.  As a visiting clinical 
professor at the Quinnipiac Univer-
sity School of Law (QUSL), Witkin 
designed and directed the Health 
Law Clinic.  She is an adjunct law 
professor at QUSL, teaching an in-
troductory course on representing 
clients.  She is also a member of the 
QUSL Strategic Planning Committee 
for Clinics and Externships. 

The Fellows Program, cre-
ated by the CBF in 1994, works to 
promote a better understanding of 
the legal profession and the judicial 
system among Connecticut citizens. 
Nominations to the program are 
based on the superior quality of 
candidates’ work, their service to 
their communities and the public, 
and their efforts to improve the 
legal system. 

Spilka and Witkin join other 
James W. Cooper Fellows from 
CLS: Executive Director Marvin 
Farbman, Deputy Director Steve 
Eppler-Epstein, Children at Risk and 
Litigation Unit Director Anne Louise 
Blanchard, and Regional Director 
and Family Law Task Force Director 
Claudine Siegel.


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The Federal Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals has ruled that Connecti-
cut illegally cut HUSKY A program 
medical benefi ts for thousands of 
working parents. The cuts were 
approved as part of a state budget 
package in 2003. Representing 
the families relying on Husky A, 
attorneys from Connecticut Legal 
Services, Greater Hartford Legal 
Aid, and the New Haven Legal 
Assistance Association challenged 
the cuts. The Second Circuit had 
ordered benefi ts restored while the 
appeal was pending.

The families, who earn be-
tween 100 and 150 percent of the 
federal poverty guidelines, were 
targeted for termination of HUSKY 
A Medicaid coverage to save money 
in the state budget. The state’s ac-
tion denied eligibility to additional 
families who earn more than 100 
percent of the federal poverty 
guidelines, but the termination 
of families already enrolled was 
judged illegal.

“There is a crisis of people 
without medical insurance in Con-
necticut and around the country,” 
says Sharon Langer, an attorney for 

CLS.  “We took this
case to the Second Circuit 
because health care coverage is so 
important for working families and 
because Congress had promised 
to continue providing medical 
coverage if they worked their way 
off welfare. We are gratifi ed that the 
Court agreed that the state’s action 
violated federal law.”

The litigation was funded in 
part by grants from the Anthem 
Foundation of Connecticut and the 
Connecticut Health Foundation.

Update: CLS Wins Federal Appeal,
Extending Health Care Benefi ts for 
Working Families

Connecticut Legal Services lawyers 
have fought for years against mis-
application of the “fl eeing felon” 
rule in public assistance.  Nation-
wide computer matching identifi es 
recipients of public assistance who 
have missed a court date regarding 
pending charges.  The system has 
long been rife with problems. Be-
yond the issue of whether people 
accused—but not convicted—of a 
crime should be penalized, the rule 
has resulted in the loss of benefi ts 
for people whom authorities have 
no intention of prosecuting.

Federal law specifi es, however, 
that the cutoff rule is not to be 
applied to Medicaid benefi ts.  This 
rule is particularly important be-
cause CLS lawyers have found that 
many clients subject to the rule 
have serious physical or mental 
health problems.

Recently, CLS attorney Randi 
Mezzy found that Department of 
Social Services (DSS) computers 
had been programmed to cut off 

Medicaid benefi ts automatically 
at the same time accused fl eeing 
felons lost food stamps and other 
benefi ts. The erroneous Medic-
aid cutoffs were corrected only 
for people who recognized and 
complained of the error or whose 
DSS caseworker recognized that a 
correction was needed.

Mezzy immediately contacted 
DSS Commissioner Patricia
Wilson-Coker.  After reviewing the 
situation, Wilson-Coker agreed to 
establish a new system to central-
ize the implementation of cutoffs 
and ensure that Medicaid recipients 
were not affected. 

“We fi le litigation when we 
have to,” Mezzy commented,  “but 
litigation is very time consuming. 
Given the unmet needs of our 
clients and the limited number of 
staff, we’d rather solve problems in 
other ways.  We are pleased when 
a state offi cial recognizes an error 
and takes prompt action to
correct it.”

State
Agrees to 
Correct
Erroneous 
Automatic 
Medicaid 
Cutoffs
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CLS Campaign for 
Justice Sets New
Record
The Connecticut Legal Services 
2003 Campaign for Justice received 
a record $198,955 in contributions 
from 432 donors.  “This is a very 
exciting mark to reach,” notes CLS 
Board Chair Bob Dolian.  “With the 
help of our supporters, next year 
we’ll take the Campaign over the 
$200,000 level.  The Campaign pays 
for hundreds of cases we open each 
year for very needy people, so it’s 
very important that the support 
continue to grow.”

Funding for much of the help 
CLS provides comes from the gen-
erosity of private organizations and 
individuals.  Please continue to sup-
port our work on behalf of low-in-
come individuals and families who 
face harsh legal problems.  Please 
see page 8 for information about 
how you can contribute to CLS.

CLS greatly appreciates the 
efforts of the 2003 Campaign 
volunteers listed below.  They will 
be joined this year by Rick Slavin, 
a partner with the Bridgeport fi rm 
Cohen and Wolf, P.C. and chair of 
the CLS Board of Directors Fund-
Raising Committee.

CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

David H. Chaifetz
Praxair, Inc.
Danbury

Peter G. Kelly
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C.
Hartford

Jay B. Levin
Levin, Powers, Brennan & Shea, LLC
Hartford

Jay F. Malcynsky
The Law Offi ces of Jay F. Malcynsky, 
P.C. 
New Britain 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Timothy Bates
Robinson & Cole, LLP
New London

Karen D. Burdacki
Meriden

Dennis G. Ciccarillo
Eisenberg, Anderson, Michalik & 
Lynch, LLP
New Britain

Eva M. DeFranco
Collins, Hannafi n, Garamella, Jaber 
& Tuozzolo, P.C.
Danbury

Robert P. Dolian
Cummings & Lockwood
Stamford

Stephen Gionfriddo
Attorney-at-Law
Middletown

Susan F. Jordan
Garrity & Jordan
Torrington

Mark D. Leighton
Leighton, Katz & Drapeau
Rockville

John J. McGrath Jr.
Law Offi ce of John J. McGrath Jr. 
Willimantic

F. Jerome O’Malley
Tobin, Carberry, O’Malley, Riley & 
Selinger, P.C.
New London

James T. Shearin
Pullman & Comley, LLC
Bridgeport

Thomas A. Weaver
Attorney-at-Law
Meriden

Giovanna Weller
Carmody & Torrance, LLP
Waterbury

Special thanks to the CLS Board of 
Directors Fund-Raising Committee:
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Richard Slavin, Chair, Cohen and 
Wolf, P.C., Bridgeport 

Robert P. Dolian, Cummings &
Lockwood, Stamford

Thomas Goldberg, Day, Berry and 
Howard LLP, Stamford

Kenneth Bunge, United Technolo-
gies Corporation, Hartford
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Mastercard

Visa Account # _________________________ Exp. Date _____________

Signature _____________________________________________________________

Name (please print) ____________________________________________________

*If pledge: To be fulfi lled by ____________________ , 2004.

Special recognition: Our publications will highlight, among others, donors in the
following categories: Leaders: $1,000 & up;  Pacesetters: $500–$999;
Sustainers: $200–$499 (for fi rm donations, amounts are per attorney in the fi rm).

Please Support the 2004 Campaign for Justice
Name  ________________________________________________

Firm Affi liation  ________________________________________  

______________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Phone  _______________________________________________

E-mail Address  _______________________________________

I want to help CLS open doors for Connecticut’s low-income population.

Contributions are
tax deductible.

This is my PERSONAL FIRM’S Donation.

Total Contribution Enclosed/Pledged* $  ______________________________

A Private Nonprofi t Corporation
62 Washington Street, Middletown, CT 06457
Telephone (860) 344-0447, FAX (860) 346-2938
e-mail PovertyLaw@ConnLegalServices.org

Connecticut Legal Services

LEAVE YOUR 
MARK FOR 
FUTURE 
GENERATIONS
Connecticut Legal Services is a participating organization in Leave a Legacy Connecticut (LAL), a statewide public- 
awareness effort to promote charitable bequests.  LAL’s campaign encourages people to make gifts from their estates to 
their favorite nonprofi t organizations and urges people to discuss their intentions with fi nancial and estate planners who 
specialize in this fi eld.  Many estate-planning professional organizations take part in LAL’s collaborative efforts, as do more 
than 500 Connecticut nonprofi t organizations.

 According to LAL published statistics, Connecticut is in general a generous state.  Each year, 72 percent of residents 
give money to charities.  Only 5.7 percent of Connecticut residents leave charitable bequests in their wills, however.  The 
number-one reason for this seeming discrepancy: Most people say they were never asked or didn’t think about it.

“Everyone can help, regardless of income, and each gift makes an impact,” says Lyn Walker, co-chair of Leave a Legacy 
Connecticut and a partner at Day, Berry & Howard LLP.

Leave a Legacy Connecticut and Connecticut Legal Services urge people to consider including charitable organizations 
such as CLS in their wills.  To fi nd out more, visit the Leave a Legacy Web site at http://www.ctphilanthropy.org/lal 
or call the United Way Infoline at 211. For more information on making charitable bequests to CLS, contact Development 
Director Deborah Witkin at (860) 344-0447 x 113.

Please consider putting CLS in your will—your bequest will  make a difference for low-income Connecticut residents. 
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Alphabetical List 
Of Contributors 
To Connecticut 
Legal Services
 

Ackerly Brown LLP
Richard Adelstein
Amendola & Amendola LLC
Henry B. Anderson
Anonymous
Andrea Doyle Asman
David P. Atkins
David F. Babson
William B. Bachrach
Frank L. Baker
Mark Bancroft
Patience O. Banister
Philip H. Bartels
Timothy Bates
Jon Bauer
Stuart Bear
Donald L. Becker
H. Becker
Jerome Berkman
Russell Berkowitz
Christopher Bernard
Hon. Thomas A. Bishop
Vivien Blackford and

William Cuddy
Anne and Chris Blanchard
Daniel Blinn

Raymond Bliss
John F. Boshea
Breg & Breg
Hon. Frederica S. Brenneman
William Breslau
Neil Brockwehl
Marlene Brodsky
Cathy Bromberg
Matthew F. Bromberg
Douglas R. Brown
Lawrence I. Brown
Brown & Cary
Martin L. Budd
Scott Buddenhagen
Kenneth Bunge
Karen Burdacki
Christopher Burdett
Lynne A. Burgess
Christopher M. Burke
Jane Burke
Douglas L. Burrill
Cacace, Tusch & Santagata
John L. Carbonneau
David Carson
David K. Carter
Casper & de Toledo LLC
Martha Castillo
Joseph M. Celentano
Center for Medicare

Advocacy
Steven Certilman
David Chaifetz
Dennis Ciccarillo
Loris Cohen
Cohen & Wolf, P.C.
Uma Coleman
Mary Grace Concannon
David P. Condon
Elizabeth Conlon
Michael Considine
Consumer Law Group, LLC
Conway & Londregan, P.C.
Marlene Coratella
Lorraine Cortese-Costa
Edward Cosden Jr.
Christopher Cosgrove
Terri A. Craig
Thomas Cratty
Julé A. Crawford
Douglas Crockett
Cummings & Lockwood LLC  
Lillian M. Cuoco
Angie D’Alessandro
Daniel L. Daniels
Donald Davis
Wendell and Alison Davis
Day, Berry & Howard LLP

and Its Partners
Jean de Smet
Hon. Anthony V. DeMayo
Sonja Devitt
Clayton A. Dietrich
Mario DiNatale

Hon. Alexandra Davis
DiPentima

Joshua Dolger
Robert Dolian
Irwin Donenfeld
Kari Dooley
Sharon Wicks Dornfeld
Katherine G. Dorsey
William F. Dow
Lorraine Dugas
Dzialo, Pickett & Allen
John David Eaton
Sheila Eckenrode
Malcolm J. Edgerton Jr.
John A. Eiby
John Paul Ekberg
Linda Levine Eliovson
Kathryn Emmett and

David Golub
Steve Eppler-Epstein
Alice and Bennett Epstein
Bruce Fader
Marvin Farbman
Farrell, Guarino &

Boccalatte, P.C.
Faulkner & Boyce Partnership
Cheryl D. Feuerman
Jonathan W. Field
Deborah Fins
Diane Fitzgerald
Kathleen Flaherty and

James Valentino
Gary D. Foster
Mary-Jane Foster
Phyllis Freeman
Whit Freer
Lidiya A. Frenkel
Alfred A. Fressola
Kenneth W. Gage
Anthony P. Gaillard
Thomas Gaines
Joelen Gates
Signe S. Gates
Claire Gaudiani
Tammie Gildea
Peter Giuliani
Giuliano & Richardson, LLC
Glass & Braus
Lawrence Gochberg
Leo Gold
Thomas D. Goldberg
Susan and Larry Goldfein
Mary Gordon
Sarah E. Graves
Barbara F. Green
Gregory and Adams, P.C.
Madeleine Grossman
Guion, Stevens & Rybak, LLP
Susan B. Handy
Hapke & Donovan
Wilmot L. Harris

Dorothy Hatch
Barry Hawkins
Gregory A. Hayes
J. Casey Healy
Seymour L. Hendel
Brian T. Henebry
Christopher M. Hodge
Kelly W. Hodges
Hon. Beverly J. Hodgson
Alexander J. Holland
Peter W. Hoops
Patricia Horan
Horgan Law Offi ces
Christine S. Horrigan
James Horwitz
Howard, McMillan, &

D’Aquila
Hudson and Kilby
Leonard M. Isaac
Herbert G. Isaacson
Ivey, Barnum & O’Mara
Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt &

Dow, P.C.
Jacobson Law Firm LLC
Emile Jacques
Mary-Elizabeth Jacques
Jacques & Moger, P.C.
Januszewski, McQuillan &

DeNigris
Christopher J. Jarboe
Richard Jeffries
Alfred J. Jennings
Frank Judge
Maria Kahn
Eugene H. Kaplan
Douglas P. Karp
Lucy Katz
Mark F. Katz
Kaye and Hennessey, LLC
Peter Kelly
Raymond J. Kelly
Steven Kilpatrick
Sandy Klebanoff
Maurice M. Klee
Klein & Becker
Andrew M. Kohlenberg
Michael Kokoszka
Miklos Koleszar
Roger S. Koontz
Charlotte Koskoff
David E. Koskoff
Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder
William Kosturko
Clare A. Kretzman
Hon. F. Paul Kurmay
Robert M. Langer
Marlene W. Lee
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Ethel Silver Sorokin
Linda Spada
Pietro Spanu
Janet Spegele
Hon. John A. Speziale
Alan R. Spier
John F. Spindler
Christopher Stack
John F. Stafstrom Jr.
Bruce M. Stave
Alan E. Steele
Marcy Tench Stovall
Kurt Strasser
David A. Swerdloff
Colin C. Tait
Michael G. Tansley
Randy C. Tarasevich
Nancy Tarryk
Law Firm of

Norman B. Teague
Morris Teig
Catherine M. Thompson
Tinley, Nastri, Renehan &

Dost, LLP
Richard Tobin
Robert D. Tobin
Tobin, Carberry, O’Malley, 
Riley & Selinger P.C.
Gail G. Trell
Jonathan B. Tropp
James A. Trowbridge
David Tuttle
Stanley A. Twardy Jr.
Howard R. Udell
United Brotherhood of

Carpenters
Ury & Moskow
Mary Von Dorster
Barry J. Ward
William W. Ward
Joel Weinstein
Michael J. Weisman
Giovanna Weller
Douglas J. Wells
Maureen Wescott
Martin Wheeler
Catherine L. Williams
Heidi Winslow
Deborah Witkin
Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin &

Kuriansky, LLP

Ronald S. Rosenstein
Barbara Rosenthal
John W. Rossitter
Saul Rothman
Rucci, Burnham, Carta &

Edelberg, LLP
Philip Russell
Josephine B. Sandstrom
Hon. Angelo G. Santaniello
Robert Saperstein
Laurence Sarezky
John J. Satton Jr.
Craig Saxton
Thomas Scheuer
Francis P. Schiaroli
Elizabeth Schlaff
Ernest C. Schlesinger
Schoonmaker, George &

Colin, PC
Samuel L. Schrager
Steven Schwane
Eileen C. Seaman
Edgar T. See
Joseph Serra for State

Representative Campaign 
Committee

Alice M. Sexton
David L. Sfara
Sheryl Shaughnessey
Shea & Shea
James T. Shearin
Jill R. Shellow-Lavine
J. Michael Sherb
Harold Sherman
William N. Shick
Shipman & Goodwin LLP
Hon. Joseph M. Shortall
Roberta Shorthouse
Stuart Jay Sidney
Joseph J. Silva
Silver, Golub & Teitell LLP 
Corinne G. Silvert
Frank J. Silvestri
Alan Simon
James F. Simon
Barbara Sindelar
Donna R. Skaats
Paul A. Slager and Jennifer L.

Sachs
Cindy R. Slane
Richard Slavin
Slavin, Stauffacher &

Scott, LLC
Steven D. Slosberg
Phillip M. Small
SNET/CWA-CUTW

LOCAL 1298
Central Community
Services

David L. Snyder
Carl J. Sokolowski
Greta E. Solomon

Jonathan P. Nelson
Melissa Nelson
Nevas, Nevas, Capasse &

Gerard
Nadine Nevins
Polly Nodden
Margaret D. Northrop
Peter Nucci
Cornelius O’Brien
O’Brien, Shafner, Stuart,

Kelly & Morris, P.C.
John J. O’Connor
Paul M. O’Connor
William E. O’Connor
Katherine Ogburn
George Oleyer
F. Jerome O’Malley
Charles E. Oman
Edwin J. O’Mara
Jonathan B. Orleans
O’Rourke & Associates, Inc.
Francis A. Orszulak
Willard J. Overlock
Lawrence L. Parrish
S. Giles Payne
Mitchell Pearlman
Mahlon F. Perkins
Perry & McKendry
Joy Kony Peshkin
Conrad A. Peters
David Petre
Mark D. Phillips
Stephen J. Pias
Anthony Piazza
John W. Pickard
Pillsbury Winthrop LLP
Pitney Bowes, Inc.
John Plank
Marie Pothier
Praxair, Inc.
Ruth Price
Pullman & Comley, L.L.C.
Carmen M. Ramos
James Randel
Howard A. Raphaelson
Regional Bar Association
Gerald Reidy
David C. Reynolds
Thomas M. Rickart
Heroilda Rios
Kenneth W. Ritt
John W. Roberts
Robinson & Cole LLP
Sherwin A. Rodin
Sabino Rodriguez III
Andrew Roraback
Catherine G. Roraback
Margaret P. Roraback
Richard Rosenfeld

Joseph Leheny
Leighton, Katz & Drapeau
Richard Leonard
Daniel Leone
Lepofsky, Lepofsky & Lang
Jay B. Levin
Jerome Levine
Frank Liberty
Joel H. Lichtenstein
Tamra and Scott Lichtman
E. Bonnie Lindsay
Walter E. Lippincott
Dustin Lipson
Richard Lipton
Peter A. Litwin
Jeanette Lorenzo
Anne Lucas
Carol Lutz
Alexis E. Lyman
William R. Lynch
Jay C. Lyons
Law Offi ces of

Jay F. Malcynsky, P.C.
Donat Marchand
Peter Marcuse
George Markley
Marvin & Ferro
Elisabeth Seieroe Maurer, PC
Jeffrey V. McCormick
Andrew J. McDonald
John J. McGrath
John J. McGrath Jr.
McGuire & McGuire
Lee S. McKeithen
Kathleen A. McNamara
Michael McVerry
Rose K. Meisler
Frank Melville
Edward Miller
Glenna M. Moalli
Cynthia Moena
Douglas J. Monaghan
David M. Moore
Herbert H. Moorin
Douglas M. More
Philip A. Morehouse
Betsy and David Morgan
Priya S. Morganstern
William F. Morrill
Kathleen Morrow
Garry H. Morton
A. William Mottolese
Murphy and Karpie LLC
Thomas Murtha
Roberta Napolitano
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Spring 2004Spring 2004

Austin K. Wolf
Martin F. Wolf
Robert J. Wolfe
Brenda Yanak
Elizabeth C. Yen
Paul Yestrumskas
George B. Yntema
Rev. Henry K. Yordon
Sheryl and Daniel M. Young
Jacob D. Zeldes
Martin Zeldis
Jeremy and Virginia Zwelling

Individual Leaders
($1,000 or more)

Stuart Bear
Vivien Blackford and William

Cuddy
David Carson
David Chaifetz
Lillian M. Cuoco
Robert Dolian
John Paul Ekberg
Kathryn Emmett and

David Golub
Steve Eppler-Epstein
Alice and Bennett Epstein
Marvin Farbman
Thomas D. Goldberg
Peter Kelly
James Randel
Thomas Scheuer
Alan R. Spier
David Tuttle
Howard R. Udell
Paul Yestrumskas
Jacob D. Zeldes

Individual Pacesetters 
($500–$999)

Dennis Ciccarillo
Edward Cosden Jr.
Claire Gaudiani
Christopher J. Jarboe
William Kosturko
Jay B. Levin
Tamra and Scott Lichtman
Richard Lipton
Herbert H. Moorin
Stephen J. Pias
Thomas M. Rickart
James T. Shearin
Marcy Tench Stovall
Robert D. Tobin
William W. Ward
Brenda Yanak

Individual Sustainers 
($200–$499)

Frank L. Baker
Mark Bancroft
Timothy Bates
Jon Bauer
Russell Berkowitz
Christopher Bernard
Hon. Thomas A. Bishop
Anne and Chris Blanchard
Daniel Blinn
Martin L. Budd
Scott Buddenhagen
Kenneth Bunge
Christopher Burdett
Lynne A. Burgess
John L. Carbonneau
Steven Certilman
David P. Condon
Michael Considine
Lorraine Cortese-Costa
Daniel L. Daniels
Mario DiNatale
Irwin Donenfeld
Sharon Wicks Dornfeld
Katherine G. Dorsey
William F. Dow
Linda Levine Eliovson
Deborah Fins
Diane Fitzgerald
Alfred A. Fressola
Kenneth W. Gage
Anthony P. Gaillard
Peter Giuliani
Lawrence Gochberg
Wilmot L. Harris
Barry Hawkins
J. Casey Healy
Kelly W. Hodges
Hon. Beverly J. Hodgson
Alexander J. Holland
Emile Jacques
Mary-Elizabeth Jacques
Richard Jeffries
Alfred J. Jennings
Frank Judge
Maria Kahn
David E. Koskoff
Hon. F. Paul Kurmay
Joel H. Lichtenstein
E. Bonnie Lindsay
Carol Lutz
William R. Lynch
Jay C. Lyons
Donat Marchand
Kathleen A. McNamara
Michael McVerry
Frank Melville
Douglas M. More
William F. Morrill
Garry H. Morton

Jonathan P. Nelson
Katherine Ogburn
F. Jerome O’Malley
Edwin J. O’Mara
Charles E. Oman
Jonathan B. Orleans
Francis A. Orszulak
Mitchell Pearlman
David Petre
Mark D. Phillips
Carmen M. Ramos
Howard A. Raphaelson
Thomas M. Rickart
Kenneth W. Ritt
John W. Roberts
Sherwin A. Rodin
Sabino Rodriguez III
Catherine G. Roraback
Barbara Rosenthal
Saul Rothman
Philip Russell
Hon. Angelo G. Santaniello
Robert Saperstein
Craig Saxton
Samuel L. Schrager
J. Michael Sherb
Hon. Joseph M. Shortall
Corinne G. Silvert
Frank J. Silvestri
James F. Simon
Donna R. Skaats
Paul A. Slager and Jennifer L.

Sachs
Cindy R. Slane
Richard Slavin
Carl J. Sokolowski
Pietro Spanu
Hon. John A. Speziale
John F. Spindler
Christopher Stack
David A. Swerdloff
Robert D. Tobin
Stanley A. Twardy Jr.
Giovanna Weller
Douglas J. Wells
Maureen Wescott
Heidi Winslow
Deborah Witkin
Elizabeth C. Yen
Rev. Henry K. Yordon

Law Firm Pacesetters
($500–$999 per attorney)

Law Offi ces of
Jay F. Malcynsky, P.C.

Marvin & Ferro

Law Firm Sustainers
($200–$499 per attorney)

Casper & de Toledo LLC
Hapke & Donovan
Gregory and Adams, P.C.
Jacques & Moger, P.C.
Kaye and Hennessey, LLC
Schoonmaker, George &

Colin, PC

Special Law Firm/
Corporate Gifts
(more than $3,000)

Anonymous
Cummings & Lockwood
Day, Berry & Howard LLP

and Its Partners
Gregory and Adams, P.C.
Praxair, Inc.
Pullman & Comley, L.L.C.
Robinson & Cole LLP
Shipman & Goodwin LLP
Silver, Golub & Teitell LLP

Contributions were made 

In honor of

Tim Fisher
Claudine Siegel
Elizabeth Yen

In memory of

Arthur Meisler
Judge Donald T. Dorsey
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62 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Administrative Offi ce

62 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457
860-344-0447
PovertyLaw@ConnLegalServices.org

Law Offi ces

211 State Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604
(serving Greater Bridgeport)

587 Main Street
New Britain, CT 06051
860-225-8678; 1-800-233-7619
(serving the New Britain and Meriden areas as 
well as Middlesex County)

153 Williams Street
New London, CT 06320
860-447-0323; 1-800-413-7798
(serving New London County)

20 Summer Street
Stamford, CT 06910
203-348-9216; 1-800-541-8909
(serving the Greater Stamford and Norwalk 
areas)

85 Central Avenue
Waterbury, CT 06702
203-756-8074; 1-800-413-7797
(serving the Waterbury and Danbury areas as 
well as Litchfi eld County)

872 Main Street
Willimantic, CT 06226
860-456-1761; 1-800-413-7796
(serving Tolland and Windham Counties)

Satellite Offi ces
(call the law offi ce nearest you)

5 Colony Street
Meriden, CT 06450

62 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457

98 South Main Street
South Norwalk, CT 06854

564 Prospect Street
Torrington, CT 06790

155 West Main Street
Rockville, CT 06066
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Inside: CLS Fights for Medical Care

Spotlight: Jerry O’Malley

CLS Wins Federal Appeal


